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Performance Time: ca. 7:30

Instrumentation
1 – Conductor 3 – B! Trumpet 1 1 – Vibraphone

1 – Piccolo 3 – B! Trumpet 2 2 – Marimba/Tubular Bells

4 – Flute  1 3 – B! Trumpet 3 2 – Xylophone/Glockenspiel

4 – Flute  2 2 – F Horn 1 1 – Drum Set

1 – Oboe 1 2 – F Horn 2 1 – Electric Guitar

1 – Oboe 2 2 – F Horn 3 1 – Electric Keyboard

1 – Bassoon 1 3 – Trombone  1 1 – Electric Bass 

1 – Bassoon 2 3 – Trombone  2

4 – B! Clarinet  1 3 – Trombone  3 (Bass)

4 – B! Clarinet  2 2 – Euphonium/Baritone B.C.

4 – B! Clarinet  3 2 – Euphonium/Baritone T.C.

1 – B! Bass Clarinet 4 – Tuba

2 – E! Alto Saxophone 1

2 – E! Alto Saxophone 2

2 – B! Tenor Saxophone 

1 – E! Baritone Saxophone

 To download a personal video from Ms. Shapiro about HOMECOMING, 
or to arrange a Skype band coaching session with her, please send an email to: 

download@activistmusic.com.             

FOR P
ERUSAL O

NLY
--N

OT FOR P
ERFORMANCE



Acknowledgements

HOMECOMING was commissioned by The United States Army Training and Doctrine 
Command Band, Major Tod A. Addison, Commander.

Program Note

HOMECOMING is a distinctly American piece of music which ventures emotionally from 
doubt, to hope, and finally to celebration. Written for the soldiers of the U.S. Army TRADOC 
Band, the piece reflects upon wishes for the safe return of those who serve their country. 
Beginning with shades of concern and resolving with great joy, the music seamlessly flows 
between traditional styles that originated in the U.S., from post-minimalist concert music to 
jazz. As the music grows into a waltz rhythm, welcoming smiles dance with it to the end as 
loved ones are reunited. In this piece, the most simple wind instrument of all, the human 
voice, echoes meaningful homecomings, wherever home may be and from whatever 
circumstance one returns.

Performance Notes

If desired, the opening key click sound can be bolstered by careful use of players’ finger rings 
on their instruments, or by the tapping of a few pencils on music stands.

All long slurs indicate legato phrases, and necessary breaths should be staggered, whether 
playing or singing.

The final note of the piece should have the effect of a smooth crossfade from the played note 
to the sung word “home,” and encouragement should be given to the musicians to turn their 
faces toward the audience and smile!

Copyright © 2008 by Alex Shapiro
Published by ACTIVIST MUSIC (ASCAP) 
www.activistmusic.com
All Rights Reserved.

Duplication allowed solely by explicit permission of Activist Music.
Do not copy, sell, rent, lease or loan.
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Composer Biography

Alex Shapiro (b. New York City, 1962) composes acoustic and electroacoustic pieces 
known for their lyricism and drama. Published by Activist Music, her music is heard 
daily in concerts and broadcasts across the U.S. and internationally, and has been 
recorded by many artists for over twenty commercially released CDs from record labels 
around the world. 

Alex was educated at The Juilliard School and Manhattan School of Music as a student 
of Ursula Mamlok and John Corigliano. She is an enthusiastic leader in the new music 
community, and advocates for other artists through speaking appearances, published 
articles, and volunteerism. A familiar guest lecturer at universities around the United 
States, Alex is the author of a chapter in the 2013 GIA Publications book, 
“Musicianship: Composing in Band and Orchestra." Ms. Shapiro serves on several U.S. 
music advocacy boards, and is the Symphonic & Concert writer representative on the 
ASCAP Board of Directors.

Alex lives amidst nature on Washington State's remote San Juan Island, and when 
she's not composing, she photographs wildlife and the natural beauty of her 
surroundings. Shapiro’s audio and images fill her popular blog, Notes from the Kelp, 
and are accompanied by her essays on animals, sea life, and human nature, 
connecting Alex’s music and her heart to a wide sphere of colleagues and audiences. 

Alex Shapiro loves to hear from people! 
To contact her, please send an email to:
hello@alexshapiro.org

For more information about Ms. Shapiro’s music,
including audio excerpts and score samples,
please visit her website at:
www.alexshapiro.org

Like the cover? For more of Alex’s photographs 
of San Juan Island wildlife and other scenes of natural beauty,
please visit her photosonic blog, Notes from the Kelp, at:
www.notesfromthekelp.com
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